Robert B. Wright
1928-2004

Rabert Winght, age 76 of Chvaland, disd
susddenty in his homi on Satlsday Moy, G, 200
atthe age af T8 Me Wright, in retiroment, was
@ popular mambor of the presamly exisbent
Great Lakes Manne Fratornity, and will be
deeply missed by both tha old and the young
commmnunity that sre imvobvod wath the opern-
tion af ships on the Intand Seas.

Folicwwing & term of sanvico oarly on with
the US manngs, Me Wiight's mamornbls
carger bagan as a sador, which sarved as a
good appeanticaship for his later positans in
managemant with tha Hanna snd Bethlahem
fieets. He was also widaly recogaized for his
knoeledge nbowt rallronds ond model frains

M. Wisght was the hushend of the Iate
Ellen snd Fran, fathor of Jone Gallegher;
brother of thi lete Richsrd

Funersl serwces wand hikd on Friday, Nov
12 ot the Baker Dwnale Konsnger funersl
Home in Beroa, Dheo s intermment was in
the Woodvale Comatory,
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The Pulse of Great
Lakes Shipping: The Str.
Herbert C. Jackson

Y PATRICK LAPINGXK]

The steamar Mevbart C Jackson, nimad
et Horbart C. Jackson, than prisident of
Pickands Mather Co. was bl in V954, and
bicama the last vessel constructed ot tha
Graat Lakes Engneerning Works shipyard on
the Rougo Akor in Detroat. In 2004, the ves-
s#l culobrates it 45th yoar of operation and,
n# Graat Lakes veszel history suggeats, the
Jacksan s pist reaching ta prm of 15 b
ik o merchant ship, The Jacksan is an lllus-
tritivis axampla of the ability of Grast Lekos
shippers to rejuvenate and rdapt vassels to
chonges in the mdustry, ATH50 feet in lengih,
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that Jacksoyt s by no means the longest ship
ofi the Lakes, and shhowsgh it ceries less
overall onnage par trip than many ships on
tha Great Lakes, the Jeckson & ovory bit as
industriaus as any af tham,

Since it constuction, the Herberd L
Jacksan hag undirgons peradic changes to
its sppiarance and hinctonalty, beginning
i1 1568 with the mstallation of & bow thrstar
to moraase s manauyerabilty m resmoied
waters and &t docks, In 1979, the Jackson
racened enging room mddications, whisn
its Bienm furbend engnn was convertod rom
com-powarsd iool-firad and its ballers’ con-
frols woere aubomated. In 1995, to meximize
tha delivery of cargo for its customers, the
Jackson was converted to & salf-unkoading
vessed with the eddition of & 250-1ool unlopd-
ing boam, Tha |atast will modifcabon came
in 1596 when 8 stern thruster was mstalled
an the Jacksen, sgan 1o fther increase
its ability 1o novigate m the narmow, twist-
ing confmes of rvers like the Calemet in
South Chicago. As is the case with nearly
all major vessels operating on the Groat
Lokes today, thir Jecksons navjabon team
amploys state-of-the-art alectronic charting
and navigation technology to assist them in
virssal handling.

Aaobert Thibaisdeau s Captaim in com-
mand of the Herbert C Jackson A native
of Grand Rapids, Mich, Bob enralled i the
Great Lakes Manitima Acadomy &t Travorse
City in 1876, Moarly throe years later, at 230
i tha mormng on July 7, 1979, Bob elimbed
aboard the Samus! Mather at the Aeiss Coal
dock in Milwaukee, as the ship's new Ind
mate, o begin his carear an the Grost Lakes,
In 1991 Bob eamed his master's oanse bnd
over the course of the nixt sovennl years
waorked on o majarity of the Interdake feat
vessels a8 0 rebof captain, In 2003 Bob
wis dpponied as permandnt skipper of the
Hartiert . Jockson

lis compact sre, increased manatvar-
phility, and seff-unlpading capabiity maka
the Jackson i warkhorsd for it ownar, the
Inteerinke Steamship Coo of Cleveland, The
Jackson’s primary trade is to load high BTU
gnsturn coal m Sandusky, Ohio, destinad for
customars lke the Algoma stesl mill &t the
Canadian Soo; low-sulfur coal from Suparior
o power stations in pods such as Morguatio,
Mich.; and taconits pellets from Marguotts
o the Ford Motor Co. mill on thié Rbuge Rver
PULSE CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

[FIFLET CONTIRUED FROM PAGE 17

in Detroit. In addition to coal and taconita, the
Jacksmn also cames occasional cargoes of
grain from Superior to Buffalo,

Throughout the shipping season the
JHCKED & truby o ship on the mn, never
staying In port morg than b fow hours o losd
of unload bifore contineng on o 5 next
assignmant. The biusy pace of the Jackson
reflects the haalthy pulse of the Great Lakes
shapping mdustry, a5 it moves forward in the
dawn of the new century, IETTER
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