Last call: Farewell to the Algocen

Classic lakor with champagng
tastes will bocome a contalnmant
bargo for dredge matenals

he Alpacen has bartled its way wes
and noareh through the fime big
siiowatarm of the seson, @ storm ehae de-

posits a half-foor and more along parts of
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winds whirtle away
minutes and hours
af every day, lorcing
the ship m unchor
several rimes before
proceeding  dog-
gedly on. On the
moming of December 16, 2004, the
Algocen finally approaches the Duluth
Ship Canal. nearly vwo days barer than ex-
|.'n.'|_"[|.'rl. Laptain Doug Parsons Fras roorsed
her all the way across the Gredr Lakes,
Abaout three miles out, a snow saqeall en-
rulfx the vessel, In an instant the Alacen
disappears from sight, swallowed by o wall
of gray moving across the loke.

As the squall moves rapidly rowards
the distant south shore, the Afgwcen
emerges in full sunlighr, bearing down
upon the north pler lighthouse, or so it
appears. With his ship in beallase, and fighs-
ing winds of 20 w 25 m.p.h., Capeain
Parons hu‘ul.‘m the .."I.lkf.lrrn i Far over as he
i hefone nessang ingo the entry. 1 almmeost
turned around and went to anchor,” he
later concedes, “hut we were able 1o use the
wind to help pull us over and into the ca-
nal,” The ship glides diagonally through
the enrry, the murky water churning up
from it propeller, thrashing franrically
benearh the finnil, keeping the wind from
laying the stern against the north wall, The
Alpocen clears the Acrial Lift Bridge with
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om0 spare, bur in these conditons
nothing i taken for granted.

The Aigocen is making her final trip of
the season — and the last of her career. She
will rake a split Iad of No. 2 Spring
Wheat from Dulurh's General Mills eleva-
wr and No. 1 Spring Wheat from
Hupﬂriur'\. Cenex-Harvest Sttes elevator
across the harbor, Once unloaded ar Les
Silos in Port-Cartier the Afgacen will pro-
ceed 1o Pointe-Noire, where she will be
stripped of navigation equipment and
other items before being towed m New
Jersey to bemin life a5 2 conminment and
reclimarion barge for dredge macerials.

muw

Collingwood Shipbuilding on rhe
southern shore of the Georgian Bay in
Collingwood, Onrario, complered con-
struction of Hull #1971 in the spring of
1968, and the Afgecen was launched on
June LB, She was the las "::i:-”il'lg'h’ﬁl:l-l.‘l-
Bwiile ‘illi|1 with Tore and afe cabing, a S
lstic look referred 10 as the “clasac laker”
design. Power s provided by four
Fairbanks-Morse | 2-cylinder diesel en-
gines, Chief Engineer Doug Kil parrick,
who's been aboard for nine years —
roughly a third of his career — says the
combined ourput of the engines is 8,000
homsepower, plenty of power 1o mave the
730-foor ship, The cavear, he explains, is
thar the engines burn marine diesel [uel,
muore expensive than the blended fuels
used on other ships. “It's champagne.”
adds Third Engineer Larry Meade, At
12,000 gallons a day {roughly 40 twons) in
1 ship doing 12.5 lnots loaded, the fuel
costs are under close scrunny by the
vessel's owners and managers. Twenry
years ago it wasn 't as big a facror, bur ro-
day it is a contriburor ro the demise of the

Algocein.

With relarively predictable markers
for their services, Canadian fleews on the
Grear Lakes have soughr new ways o le-
verage their assers. The Afocen s operared
by Seaway Marine Trnsport of 5.
Cathanne's, Oniario, a |1:|.rl|1|:r\.|1'||r1:||'t1.\'11
il Canada’s |;J.rgr.'.|.! |.|:'1.'t.'|,..";|g:1m.1 Central
Marine and Lipper Lakes Crroup. Uniel
l'4.l|.'|'::|1||3,'1 |'|.'|.r|m.'r'+|1i|-l| of this I'I'|-|1l-_1,T!II:IJI-|+'
were uncomman, Seaway Maone Trans-
port was formed in 2000 as a successor m
earlier partnerships berween Algoma and
Lipper Lakes for vessel management, Such
arrangements have led o increased offi-
ciency dispatching and scheduling and a
redudction in operaring costs,
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Bill Beatry began his carest with
Algoma as thisd mare on the & Hruce An-
e alres® 112 e i e Canadian Coase
Cavard. 't'llir[}'-!ix VIS later he sies L]llii:t[}r
in the officer’s lounge as the Alrocen londs
its last curgn. For the past seven vears, the
Alpacem has been home to Bill, as well as
many of the crew, the majority hailing
from Mewfoundland and the Maririme
Provinces. *Sadness and disappointment”
are the words Bill uses as he reflects on the
sale of the Afpacen and the demise of many
other fine lakes shipy

Bill can sxill picrure an icod-up Whate-
fush Hu:r'. [‘l'.l.r;h.l.'r.l with ships in ey sewon.
“Wou'd TR ihe |1'|||rt|l|1u'u: at mid-
night ind you'd be surrounded by ships.”
Teday, the large spring convoys are a thing
of the past. The reduction in easthound
grain expaoris, particulary from Thunder
Bay, has been a significant factor in redue-
ing the Canadian fleer. In 1985, 65 per-
cenr of the low of Canada's export grain
went eastbound. Today, 63 percent goes
to the West Coase. The maost rangble ef-
fect is the reducrion in shaps, many culled



frosim chie Ulpper Likis and Algoma flees
"'.I'nnnF the pecent casualties were the Sea-

oty Cluern, A

Hporiver, Mapleylen,
rl'.l'::{ I.'.'I. l"fﬂ.".'l':'l. 4 | ..'.'|.'.'Ill| ol r|::i.'lr_l|.l||l.|||l|lll [ -
rutattatrs Hlrvesser, Canadiger Flunser, G-
il Vioyagene, Camantfan Venvire and mivw
the e

It you look arvund and see the shape
she's in, 10 seems well enalgh m keep o
ingg, save dapt. Parsons. Bur on the imsade,
the Alpoceir needs a lor of worle The est
mated price e for fepaies aod strocroml
renewitl rns well wnto the millions of dol
lurs. “While he is pragmatis about s lss;
Lapt. Pamons will always have fond
memoties of the ship, A 1980 graduate of
the Marine Inscltore of St lohn's, Mew-
foundland, he began his carcer with
Algoima as a third mare on the Algscer,
Capt, Betore worlang on the lakes he
sailed deep sea for eighr yewrs, On this trip,
he wa relieving the Afgoeen i regular skip
per: Lapoan jens Hougesen, whio was
away on personal leave

Everyone understands the comperi
il .!'|I

ships is inevitnble, bur the logs of people is

tive nature of the mdosery s of

harder o mke. The general  populace
dioesn’t think aften about the St Lawrence
acaway, of the Great Lakes, explains Bill
Beatry, "I a plant on shore closes and 200
pabw are elimmaced, 1y all over the mewes
headlhines, Olar here, when o -|'|||| oS
awary no one nobces, bur thar's roughly 20
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Miroughout dhe ship, the uncerainty
cver where thev'l] be nex Aprang i on the
minds of nearly all the crew, Ledie Harvey
hias sailed all of his 17 viears on the Afgmeen
While he is s -\.l|-.|||:'_!|r|-.-..|||| po werrking on
i selt-unloader, be i sad toopar wirh long-
rime fricnds such s Ted I.illlr"| JﬁLI
Henry Buggs

Ir thie grlley, Chiet Sreward Guylaine
[Mamond and her smff are mlking abou
Christmas dinner. The Christmas dinner

- - .
ks one of thi I"‘l-_'\t-_'l il & .'|.,'||I_|;|.r||.||||_| l|||F"

during the vear, and this year will be spi
clal, "We are poring o bave o good nme,”
sava Damond in her French-Canadian
accent R will be the bise Choisemas
mstl, and mavhe che last one we have to-
R ther, We will celebrate.”

tin deck I"||||'-II|| mlure

hemmis

Ihawer, brom Midland, Onmno, shakes

We all huve our wavs of siving
sondbye. Mear the end of his watch, with
the winter sun low on the hordson, Fimt
Muare Bill Beamy sy fisr 3 phato with the
Aivocen as his bac kdrap. [F ever a photo
tells & srory for someone, for Bill, this will
be his photw, The mle of Canadian

|.|J||.'\I.II. I..'\- IRNRRRRIaL II!l: I_'I'.1II:I HEMDSS [ COrT-

tie Algocen war Hull #1910 ar Collimpuoosd Shipbuilding and sy bosnched an fune

I8, T808, at Collfmgromand, Clubrin

hands with ane of the lnngshoremen
Sranding amidships, on wp of o harch
COVET, [ RO b gathered next o where
Brain 1§ pouring mio an adjacent open
barchs; the stevedore manager, longshore
MAET, Frain inspectons, elevaror pesonnel
arid men from the ship congresare w bid
|J:|"|'.|.'||

oy | i | . |
rent has domimished, but the memories ol
stutely ships like the Afpacen will be re
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